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Competition notes 2017-2018 

Accompanying notes, clarification, and answers to frequently asked questions about the rules. 

Changes from 2016-2017 
Last year we introduced PDI only Set Subject competitions, which had the effect of reducing the 

number of opportunities for our enthusiastic group of print workers to participate. We have 

therefore changed to one PDI Set Subject and one Print set subject so that there is equality between 

the two formats. The “Club Final” was considered a great success and will continue this season, so 

the overall list is as follows:  

 4 dedicated open PDI competition nights with Club and Advanced classes, two entries per 

member. 

 4 dedicated open Print competition nights, with Club and Advanced classes, two entries per 

member. 

 2 set subject competition nights one with PDIs only, and one with prints only with a single 

set subject per evening,  both divided into Club and Advanced classes. 

 An additional "Club Final" PDI competition at the end of the season where your best 

previously entered images or new ones can be submitted, this is a single class competition. 

Please see the rules document on the web site for more details about entering competitions. 

Definitions and Rules 

Fun Competition: Mini Panels (30th November) Judge: David Smith 

This is an opportunity to show off some of your sets of images that look good together. Any subject 

would qualify but as we have seen, abstract works such as “Walk on By” and “In Camera Movement” 

work particularly well.  

Rules: 

Your panel can consist of 3 to 7 images on mounts up to A1 size, (60cmX84cm), standard mounts 

(40cm X 50cm) are quite acceptable. You can surface mount lots of separate images or put them 

together in Photoshop or other software and mount a single sheet. You can cut apertures if you like 

or just stick them on, there are no restrictions on how you do this it is up to your own creativity.  

 

“Walk on By” PDI Competition (14th December 2017) 

This will be a PDI competition; the judge will be Darren Pulman. 

 “Walk on By” could be defined as the art photography based on careful observation of everyday 

scenes and objects. 

The idea is to see an image in a scene that is not obvious to a non-photographer or in many 

instances to the average photographer. It is often about seeing an image in the mundane: Perhaps, a 
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part of a scene or part of something. So, for example, in the nature arena, an obvious picture of a 

whole animal would not count but maybe if you spot an interesting pattern in just the fur or an 

interesting composition from part of the animal then that could qualify. Mundane objects made 

interesting by the way they are lit and composed would definitely qualify. Generally speaking, if it’s 

pretty it’s probably not walk on by. 

Chris Bussicott has produced and excellent e-book of “Walk on By” images from the Special Interest 

Group last season which will give lots of inspiration to those unfamiliar with the idea.  

Monochrome Print Competition (1st March 2017) 

This will be a Print competition held on the 1st of March the Judge will be James Godber 

For this competition we will use the FIAP definition of Monochrome: 

A black and white work comprising the very dark grey (black) to the very clear grey (white) with the 
various shades of grey in between is a monochrome work. 
 A black and white work toned entirely in a single colour will remain a monochrome work able to 
stand in the black and white category.  
 On the other hand a black and white work modified by a partial toning or by the addition of one 
colour (colour popping or split toning) becomes a colour work (polychrome) and is not acceptable. 
 

We are fortunate to have booked Andy Beal who is a master of monochrome, to talk to us on the 

11th of January. He is a very thought provoking speaker and will demonstrate his very personal style 

of black and white photography along with some Lightroom tips to achieve this look.   

Nature PDI Competition 
The Nature Special Interest Group will be organising a standalone PDI competition in the spring 

details to be advised. The rules will follow the FIAP/SPA definition: 

Nature Photography Definition 

Nature photography is restricted to the use of the photographic process to depict all branches of 

natural history, except anthropology and archaeology, in such a fashion that a well-informed person 

will be able to identify the subject material and certify its honest presentation.  

The story telling value of a photograph must be weighed more than the pictorial quality while 

maintaining high technical quality. 

 Human elements shall not be present, except where those human elements are integral parts of the 

nature story, such as nature subjects  like barn owls or storks, adapted to an environment modified 

by humans, or where those human elements are in situations depicting natural forces, such as 

hurricanes or tidal waves.  

 Scientific bands, scientific tags or radio collars on wild animals are permissible. 

 Photographs of human created hybrid plants, cultivated plants, feral animals, domestic animals, or 

mounted specimens are ineligible, as is any form of manipulation that alters the truth of the 

photographic statement. 

No techniques that add, relocate, replace, or remove pictorial elements except by cropping are 

permitted. Techniques that enhance the presentation of the photograph without changing the 

nature story or the pictorial content, or without altering the content of the original scene, are 

permitted including HDR, focus stacking and dodging/burning. 
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Techniques that remove elements added by the camera, such as dust spots, digital noise, and film 

scratches, are allowed. Stitched images are not permitted. All allowed adjustments must appear 

natural.  

Colour images can be converted to grey scale monochrome. Infrared images, either direct-captures 

or derivations, are not allowed. 

Club Final 
 
The Club Final is a single class PDI and Print Competition. 

Members may enter one PDI and/or one Print only. 

This is a “Best of the Year” competition so you may enter: 

 Images entered in current season competitions and the exhibition, whether re-edited or 

not. Images entered as  prints may be entered as PDIs and vice versa 

 Images not previously entered in any club competition 

Images entered in previous seasons are not eligible 

Please submit PDIs and PDIs of your prints to BookhamCameraClub@gmail.com in separate e-mails 

with “Print” or “PDI” in the subject line.    
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